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To this the kddi Muhammad returned, in writing, the following answer:

We have read In yonr poem charming things, such as a most reBned genius only could pro-
duce. Its lines are as a delightful garden, diffusing around the penetrating odour of musk.
When they are recited, their fragance perfumes not only our dwellings but the very street. We
long to see you, and you long to visit us. Send us, every day, verses like those; for you are
capable of every generous deed.

The following passages are extracted from Ibn Zulak's History of the kddis of
Egypt: We never saw any kddi, in Old Cairo, acquire so much influence as Mu-
hammad Ibn an~Noman, and, as far as we have learned, the like was never seen in
Irak. He well deserved that great authority on account of his learning, his inte-
grity, his self-command, the equity of his judgments and the awe (wich he inspired1}.
In the month of Muharram, 383 (Feb.41arch, A, D. 993), he authorised his son,
Abft '1-Kasim, Abd al-Aziz, to act as his deputy in Old and New Cairo and to fulfil
the duties of a judge* uninterruptedly, every day. Before that, he himself gave
audiences on Mondays and Thursdays only. Abft '1-Kasim commenced immediately
to hear causes, to juge and to enregisler acts. He (Muhammad} had at first
confided this place So his nephew, Afaft Abd Allah al-Husain, the son of All Ibn an-
Noman,! but, on the 10th of the first Jumada, 377 (7ih Sept., A. I). 987), he
replaced him by his own son, Ab& '1-Kasim, whom he authorised to act on Mondays
and, Thursdays only., The kddi Muhammad had risen so highly in the favour of al-
Aziz that, in the year 385, on the festival of the Sacrifice {5th Jan.* A. D,
996), he was allowed by that sovereign to go up with him into the pulpit. When
al-Aziz died, it was the kddi Muhammad who washed the corpse {previously to inter-
ment). Al-ffikim {p. 449 of this voL), the son and successor of al-Azis, confirmed
Muhammad i# his place, raised him to higher honours and augmented his authority.
Prom the moment tfctat the Mdi acquired such favour at court and such influence
in the state, he was frequently unwell and, being a constant sufferer from gout and
coli6, he>as erf ten laid up. The usi&d BarjawHn (vol. L p, 253), high in rank
, to- w$s, went i^f often^ to visit him. The illness of the k&di continued to
rjl^                                tty *ih of Skfar, 389 (25th January, A, I). 999),

l&;ti&^                                               evemng prayer*   AVHakim rode to the

!h6use; Of ty& a^cteas^d^ at <&iro and, having there repeated the funeral prayer over
;the corpse, he p^esidef at the ibfeirintot, after which, he returned to his
i Muhammad was :bor^i>; Maghrib on Sunday, the 3rd of-